SOLDIERS' BOUNTY LANDS, -

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Maucu 9, 1848,

ed, nsthe
the bill reported by Mr. Evass, of

' The SPEAKER as
@deration of the House,

land, from the thee Wi ! on
:(: ?Mtf:;c"l o An act to raise for a limited time an additional

military fores, and for sther purposes,” approved February 11,
1847, upon which two questions were pending; viz. the ques-
tion on agreeing to 1he amendment of Mr. “Erll-tlllll.i!‘.
Wi noix, and the question on the motion of Mr. Gionisas, that

the bill be committed 10 a Cummiu.ea of the Whole on the |

state of the Union. i

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, who was entitled to the floor, |

caused to be read the 9th section o! the net of the last session
af Congress giving bountylands to non-commissioned officers,
musiciang, and privates in the war with Mexico. :
Now, by the construction which had been put upon this
act by the War Department, which the honorable gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Porrock) the ollmf dny scemed o
fhink 222 waeniad, Bt TS ecomed to bim (Mr B o
very fair construction, these non-commissioned oflicers, mu-
sicians, and privates ; no matter how they had distinguished
themselves ; no matter how freely they haid prured out their
blood in Mexico ; no matter what sacrifices they had made in
leaving their country and going into a far distant land ; no
matter by what merit or on account of what service they had
received their promotion, by the very fuet of promotion lost
their 160 scres.of land  'This was the decision of the De-

pertmenti—and a very correct decision he thought it was— |

apon this act of the last Congress. Yet nothing could be
plainer than that, when the soldier had served his whole term
of enlistment except within a few days, and was promoted,
nothing could be more just than they should recvive their
bounty lands. As was said by the honorable gentleman from
Miinois (Mr. Ricuanvsox) the other day, there had been
cases where sildiers had actually been compelled to accept
promotions which they would not have done hud they known
that such would have been the construction of the Depart-
ment.

This bill was similar in its character to the bill reported by
the Commities on Military Affairs. The bill from the Com/
miitee on Military AfTairs—which the gentieman from Iodiana
(Mr. Wiex) said he drew up—provided substanually for thc_l
very same matter provided for by this bill from the Commi'tee on |
Public Lends. They difered <lichtly in their form.  He had |
seen the other bill, and, from a carefu! examinazisnofit, he pre- |
ferred the bill reported by Lim from the Committee on Publie |
Lands, and therefore he could uot copsent to sulistitute the |

The

for this, |
geatlemsn from Penosyivsnia (Mr. Purzocs) bad |
spokea of the soldiers of the last war—the war of lbl‘_a“,d !
'-Tiud why they were not jnr.n'u.'(‘-i _fm‘. It wa‘sl his

(Mr. E.'s) impression that they were :"O“'I"d e T
acts. Botifthevh 2 oo provided for,.it shoald be done
?" L 1Y bill. H swever, e had not intended ts oceupy
the time of the House, and he stould conelude with a motion
which he intended as no onkindness to any one in this House, |
but for the purpose of b inging the House 1o a vate on the bill, |
and thereby doing justice to the gallant men who have served |
their country on the battle-fields of Mexico. There was no

reason why the bill shec!d mot be now passed, and therefore

he moved the previcus question.

The previous question was not seconded.,

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, if he understood |
this bill, it was designed to give what was deemed a proper
constroction to a law passed by the last Congress. He pro- |
ceeded further to explain what he understood to be the effect
of the bill if it should be agreed 1o, and expressed ghe opinion
that it should be so changed as to confine it to promotions less |
than field officers. He desired also to make another amend- |
ment, for the purpose of Jdoing onother set of justice which |
had been Ling delayed—Lte alluded to the soldiers of the last |
war. By his amendment he proposed to give to each non- |
commissioned officer, musician, snd private who was regular-
Iy mustered into the service of the United States as a member
of any volunteer company or company of rangers or militia, for
not less than twelve months’ service during the war of 1812,
and received an honorable discharge, a certificate or warrant
for one bundred und sixty acres of land.  And in the event of
the death of any such non commissioned officer, musician, or |
private, after his distharge and before the issuing of the ceni- |
ficate or warrant, it should be jssued according to the rules
which govern the descent of bounty land as provided in the
act of February 11th, 1847,  For eervice of less time than a
vear he wishied 1o make other pravisions ; for three months’
service he proposed 1o give a certificate or warrant for forty
acres of land. |

Mr. McOBERNAND entreated the gentleman frem “Mis-
sissippi not 1o encumber this bill with such & provision as that |
indicated, inasmuch as it would inevitably defeat the Lill itself. |

Mr. THOMPSON was of opinion that the gentleman from
Illincis would vte for the bill and for the amendment also,
and be voe of the last men ta vote it down.

The SPEAKER informed the gestleman {rom Mississippi
that his amendment was not in order.  The pending bill was
declaratory in its character—it simply presenibed & consiruc-
tion for part of the bill of 1347, whereas the amendment which
the gentloman from Mississ ppi proposed to olfer was of an en-
tiraly different charncter,

Mr. McCLERN AND saild the gentleman fram Mississippi
bad asked him il he would rot stand side by side with that
gentleman in support of a bill to give bounty lands to the vo
lunteers of the lust war; to that he replied that such mensures
always rezeived his support, and he was prepared to wote for
such a bill at a proper tinie, but pot whea it would have the
effect of strangling the measgre now pending.

Mr. THOMPSON denied that hus object 'was to strangle
this measure. He was desirous to co-operate with those who
were evidently 8o eager to do justice to the meriterions men
who had servedd in the Mexican war ; but he desired at the
same time to couple with it a provision to do justice to ano-
ther class of men who also had strong claims on their country.
However, perhaps it would be more advisable to refer the nll
to the Commiitee of the Whole on the state of the Union,
whete it coald be amended so as to necomplish his purpose and
the desire of the friends of this Lill. He would go further
still, and vote to make the bill the !prtil] order for some par-
ticular day,

Mr. EVANS Yepged 16 remind the gentleman that this was
maerely a declaratory act; it related to the construction of a
particular uct ; il he hoped the gentleman would not em-

barrass it with any irrelevant motion,

Mr. THOMP=ON sl josisted that it should be referred,
that it might he seem whether 1t carricd out their intentions.

Mr. RICHARD=ON made some explanatigns, which were
not di.u'nf:!!\r beard, but they were nn-"rv-:d‘n he & reiters-
tisn of the sentiments expressed by hin when this subieet was
{ast before the House, which were then reported i the Na-
tional Intelligencer.

Mr. MOREHEAD correeted an errar into which the gen-

Lject first for the can- |
Committee on Publie Lnnds, to amend an |

ul' {

| labor,

to e end of their term of eolistment. Mr. J. thought the
| smendinent proposed by the gentleman from Ilinois, (Mr. |
[ Ricuanvson,) which restricted the benefite of the bill to pai-
| vates promoted at the sctuul scat of war, caleulated 10 create
! an invidious distinetion, and confine the bounty of the Gov-
ernment 1o & favored fow. Some regiments bhad gone to the
seat of war in companies, and their fickl officers wese elected
there ¢ these would get land, while the captiins and lieute-
pants of their companies would be entitled 1o nope.  The bill |
needod 10 be revised and amended by a committee. He
thoug! t the Government ought to give the bounty to all the |
otficers or o noné,  The law in its present shape woald pre-
sent great ditfizulties of construction, and give rise to maulti- |
i,['“..l gompaints, :
Mr. BLAUK, of South Carolina, said it was impossible |
that the House eould sct on a bill of this character without |
doing ¢ooal injosties to one elass of persons or another; unless
it wore deliberately considered and fully matured by a ll.ulahla'

. Me B. wasfor scearing the lund byunty to every |

' volunteer officer : that would do justice Yo all. He was in |
fuvor of no improper and invidious discriminstions. |
i Mr, SMIUTH, of llineis, observed that he 1 not been in |

| the huhit of troubling the House by remarks of his, but it |
:"1""""': ¢ he reuresented hore a Congressional dulrlﬂi
L}

from whiel: more volunteers had gone v tus uXican war
than from any other in the whole country, and on that ac- |

eount It was fit and proper that he should say n few words on |
I any gentleman doubted the cor- |
roctness of what he had stated, 1at him go to the record and |
he would find it to be true; i not, Mr. 8, should then be |

a bill of this character.

ready 1o make to him the amende honorable.  His distrirt had |
sent two regiments to fight the battles of the country, aml it
was realy to send two more if they were needed  Mr. 8.
might say, in relation to his own action in regard to these
volunteers, that in an eaily stage of the proceedings of Con-
gress 10 regard 1o the war, Mr. 8. had given notice of his in
tention W introdace a bill to provide for the very coses con-
tainwl in the present bill. But belore he had had an oppor-
tunity to bring in the bill, the Committce on Military Atluirs
had reported one for the same oljects. -

Mr. 5. was in favor of the bill reported from the Military
Committee and also from the Committee on the Public Lands,
He thought that the amendment which had been moved by

The SPEAKER stated that the previous ) i suse [ not rise for the of discussing this

| tained, would cut off the motion to refer, Mm House | question. I s to discuss, forP: ort time, with the in-
to a direct vole—first, upon the amendment of the gentleman | guw of m the question of appropriations for the
from Illinvis, and next on the engrossment of the bill, | improvement of rivers and haibors. On that subject, sir, I
Me. HOUSTON, of Alsbama, before the guestion on s¢-  shall spend & fow inutes, and but a fow, on the question of
conding the demand for the mlouhun-thn waslaken, wish- | ita constitutionality. ‘I'hat has been denied by the President
ed to raise a'question of order, w! was, perhaps, as perti- | in his message ; and T regret that [ have neither the time nor

" sariiy went 1o the Committee of the. Whole on the state of the | the General Government, or did they retain it, or is it lost?

Mr. HARALSON made an inquiry,

(which was not dis- | to been (axed until they are unable (o bear taxa-
tinclly heard by the R ,) to which baving .u;wni._ u;m“wm But what villt::,lhn cffect of » of
Mr. HASKELL, in compliance with his pledge, concluded | direct taxation on her > Why, if the revenues of this Goy-

by renewing the demand for the previous question. | ernmen
In reply to inquiries by Messis, TBOTP‘_DN,.M Missis- : amount will
sippi, and McLANE— raise

nen( Lere a8 it would be in any place,  He did not moke it, | the ability (o take up that message, item by item, and examine
he reiatked, because he was opposed to the Lill, He in- | and i it, an [ Jou!ddo, high as the authority that asserts
tended to vote for it. It was this: that as the bill made an | the doctrines which it contains may bo. The argument of
appropristion of lands, and in its wlternate provision also de | the President is, that it is uncounstitational to make appropria-
an appropriation of woney, it must, under the rules of the | tions for the improvement of harhors and rivers, But [ pre-
House, go 1o the Committee of the Whole on the etate of the | sumne T need not go into a discussion of that question at all,
Unlon, unles two-thinds of the House voted that it should be | for this House has vetoed the President's veto itself. We have
passed now ; and, this being the case, if the previous question | already passed on that question, and I doubt not a largd and
were sustained, would it not—instead of bringing the House | overwhelming muj ity of this House is ready st any time to
to a direet vote upon the smendment, and then upon the cu- | docide it comtilnmﬁ 1o make appropriations for that purpose,
groszment of the bill, which would otherwise be the min i But, sir, 1 propose to submit a few remarks on that subject
guestion—luing the House 1o vote first upon the referense © | before I procesd to the diseussion of the propriety of muking

The SPEAKER. *'he Chair woula state to the gentlenati | approprintions for objects of the kind contem . Prior to
from Alabama and the House, that, in case this bill involved  the formation of this Union, | would like to know if any gen-
upon its fxce an appropriation of money, the previous gueston, | teman will deny that the States possessed to make ap-
if su-tained, would bring the House to vote upon the rifer- | propristions for the jmprovement of rivers and harbors
ence to the Committee of the Whaole on the state of the Unin. | within their respective Jnlll:dnllnnl ions?  Well, if they poasessod
The Chair did noty, however, regard this as a bill which neces- | that power, what has become of it 7 Did they surrender it to

Union.  There was hardly o bill which came before the House | One of these three propositions must be true. It is admitted
which did pot necessarily involve some ex i vty if | on all hands that the States do not possess it withoat the au-
it did not on its faee contain an appropriation of moncv, it | thority of Congress. The President has stated in his

was 1ot required to goto the ecommitiee.  There was no rule  and the constitution proved, that the States cannot levy a duty
which required that a bill which mede an appropriation of the | on tonnage without the consent of Congress for that or for
public linds should be referred, nor was there any precolent | any other purpose.  Well, if the States cannot do it without
for it The rule, moreover, required that all proceciings | the tonsent of Congress, 1 should like (o know if Cangress
touching the appropriation of money must be first discus«din | cannot doit nilhouilthc consent of the States. Does the con-
Conmittee of the Whols on the state of the Union, If his, | stitution provide that Congress must ask the States if they
then, was an appropriation bill, the whole diseussion bad been | will mske such appropriations for purposes of this kind !
out of order.  The Chsir, however, tegarded this as a mere | Not ot all.  Suppose Congress should refuse to grant the con-

his eolleague (Mr, Ricuanpsox) was just in 115 principle : he
went {or the distinetion it contained ; but certamly it would
be gross injustice (o exclude from the benefit of the land hounty
private soldiers who for merit had been promote | to commis-
gions on the field. Mr. B. concurred in the belief thn the
construction put upon the original bill at the Pension Office |
was wrong, but he bad an amendment which he proposed to
offer, which in its results would confer more benefits and on
more men than the present bill, It had regard to many tases
which were continually occurring in the new States. A man
went into the woods and made an i vement on a tract of
land, and after doing so oflered himself as a volunteer and was
muastercd into the service of the United States.  Havine served

out histime he returned, but he was excluded from the beneii
of his labars, because he had not yet been able to collect

| enough money to pay for his land; for Mr, 8. must admit
| there were in his distiict many persons who went on the pub-

lie domain and improved a spot for themselves, and thus oi-
tained a little howe, which they were not able for some time
to enter, though its whele value was derived from their own
Mr. 8. would like to move it as a new seetion to the
bill ; bot, as be presumed that svould not now be in erder, he
would propose 1t as an amendment to the amendment offere.
by his colleague. He held it 10 be proper 10 allow these sol--
diers 1o enter their land in tracts of eighty and of forty acres, |
and not require them to take their one hundred and sixiy
acres all in a body. Would gentlemen foree these brae and
faithful men to take all their bounty in woodland or all of it
in prairie ! He presumed not. By allowing, them to enter
it in smaller tracts, the amendment would go to benefit a hun-
dred men where the bill as it stood would benefit one.

Mr, EVANS sl that there was a bill for this very purpose
now before the Land Commiltee, 3

Me. SMITH replicd that that was very possible—so there
were many other bills before the committees of the House |
which might never leeome laws,  Mr, 8. was for embracing

the present mom nt: he wanted this provision, not in the
shape of a separate bl to be reported at some future day,
but to have it allsd now as an amendment to a bill which
was on the way 0 il pa-sage. !

The CHAIR renmnded Mr, Saira that since the offering
of the amendment of his colleague (Mr. Rirmannsox) a
motion had been made 1o commit the bill. No further amend-
ment was in order 1l that motion was decided.

Mr. Syaru's anendioent was as follows :

“ And that the Ll warrsnts for militury serviees in the
present war with Moo, bisued in pursnanee of the 0:h see- |
tion of the act of Fehruary 11, 1847, to raise for a limited
time an additional cilitary foree and for other purposes, may
be loeated by the wurraniee or his hieirs st law o fony or
eighty acre trwcts, a! any lasd office o the United States, upon
any of the public Linds in sueh disteict sulject to private en- |
try, or upon any Luds improved by the warrantee or Lis heivs
at law, or to which e or their heirs mav have seeured a pre-
emption right ; and the provisions of this rectinn shall apply
to the eases provided for in this uet.™

A brief conversation enwued between Me, FICKLIN and
Mr. SMYTH, of Minois

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, susid it sppeared to him that
the House did not look ot this matie: in & correet light. Muny
of them seemad to regard it as a bil brought in here to cover |
a very large number of cases.  Now the fact was that the bill,
whenever 1t pussed, would not apply 1o more (Ban three or
our hundred cases st most,  Its object was only 1o supply a
lefect in the bill of the last session ; or, more justly, it wasa |
declaratory act—declaratory of the intent aud mesning of the |
act of the last session, because from the very terms and lan- |
guage of 1hat act these very cases were vinbraced therein, when |'
by the coustraction of the Depariment they were put out, and |
therely this bill was rendered necessary,

I"he motion had been made to refer this bill to the Commit- |
tee on Military Allairs,  Why, the proposition to refer to |
another standing committee was nothing more than a reflee-
tion upon the Committee on Public Lands, who had reported
it.  He would like to know what peeulior and superior right |
the Commides on Military  Atlais hiad 1o the consieration |
of this snbjeet. It related equally to the business of each. |
He would like to ask where was the opposition 1o this
hill ' Gentlemen on the other side could reproach this side
mitterly.  The opposition was nol on the other side. [t was
among the Democracy.  If there were those who wanted 1o
defeat it, let them get vp and «ay so holdly, openly. He|
asked, thercfore, that the Lill might be voted upon by yeas |
and nays,

This was mo extraondinary bill ; it was merely declaratory
of ihe act of last session. It was trae that there was o defect
in the bill as reported, but it was a defect which was amply
supplicd and provided againet by the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Ilinols. He said lot this bill pass as it stood,
It provided forall the cases for which it intended 10 provide
amd ot thess other cases which it was swught to provide for
COnA Up N soime separste bitl.  He knew thate very tme l.h!_"

| kind, and be feared, if this bill were trought to n direct vote, |

equal valor and equal patriotism in former times 11 defence of | 1 h
I_I‘Ileir country's huqnur -Pr:d rights. By referring thie bill to the | #ent of Congress, Jeaving all other powers 1o be exercised by | What honeyed language do we not hear on this subject from |
gentlemen on the other side ? How eloguently they can de- |

willingness to make these grants to those who | e
might be engaged in the presant war with Mexico, and of un- q : gres
willingness 1o render an equal measure of justice Lo those wio | the power o declare war?  Undoubtedly it has. But has !
fought in the last war with Great Britain. ¢ "
with & Power rich in the munitions of war and in 1l pecuni- | ver heard it pretended for a moment that Congress ddes not | be pushed into the sea. And that is notconsolidation ! Cer-
ary means: with a Power whoss navy made her tie hoasted | possess the power to declure war and to keep troops and ships | tainly not: consolidation } not at sll.

| a day ling since past, when the subject was last betsre the !

declaratory act, explanatory of the act of last session, giving a | sent of which the. President spenks, have the States the
coustruetion to that act contrary to the construction gisen th, pewer to levy a duty on tonnage ! Where then is the power
it by the Dopartiment of War. = He was, thercfore, of the opi- | to make these appropriations and to levy thisduty on tonnage?

nilon that if the previous guestion were sustained it would cut | It is nowhere. No power possesses it if Uongress refuses its | of conatitution which would be

off the motion (o refer, and Lring the House to a vale, first | consent; for the States ﬂ_anntdo it without _Con‘u-, and
upon the amendiment, and then upon the engrossment of thé = Congress refuses to grant its consent.  But, sir, I would like
for a moment to call the attention of gentlemen to the 'm

sions of the constitution. The 10th section provides
¢ No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confeder-
ation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal ; coin money ; emit
bills of eredit 3 makle any thing but gold and silver coin & ten-
der in payment of debts; pass uny bill of atinder, expost
fucto Juw, or lng:_irupuiring the obligation of contruets, or grunt

biil,

Mr. HOUSTON—remarking that he believed that it had
heen the universal practice of the House, whenever the public
property was to be appropristed, to refer ike bill to the Com-
iittee of the Whole on the state of the T'nion, and thatevery
vonsideration which would produce a rule requiring uppropria-
viania of maney o en to the Commities of the Whole on the
state of the Union would alss require s bill appropriating the
publie property to go there—appealed from the decision of the
Chair.

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the appeal on the lable,

The question being taken was decided in the affirmative,

The }uutiuu then recurring on seeonding the demand for
the previous question, it was taken, and decided in the nega-
tive : Yeas 42, nays not counted )

The question then recurred on the motion to refer.

Mr. EMBREE referred, as his apaogy tor troubling the
House with a single remark, to certaip instructions which be |
hat lately received from his constituents. He was in favor of
referring the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union, for the purpose of making some amendments.,

ANY 1TIE 0f nodisy .
““No Sue -half, without the eonsent of Congress, lay any
imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may be
absolutely necessary for exeenting its inspection laws; and’ the
nett produce of all duties and mpwu,m by any State on im-
sorts or exports, shall be for the nse of the Treasury of the
nited Stutes; and all sueh laws shull be subject to :Ia revi-
sion and control of the Congress,” 1
Hete the power is unconditional and unqualified , But may
not Congress consent that the State of Penmylunrl, or Mas-
sachueetts, or South Carolina shall make her own tarifl' in |
her own way ?  Unquestionably it may, under the same pro-
visions of the constitution which suthorizes Uongress to consent
that States may levy a duty on tonnage. I ssk gentlemen
why they single out the duty on tonnasge, when that luhj.ncl. i

'lzqducmrlrhn
o soys T |
Yes, sir, “o

clearly

foreign Government to this Union ?
constitution

what part of the '

laws over China 7 And yet he recommended in his annual
. The ent would confer an obligation on me and
on this House if, under his rule of strict construction, he would
point out the section ml_rrqnph of the constitution whenee
he derives that power ? 1 would like 1 know, too, whence he
derives his power to authorize a survey of the Dead Bea ? ]
would like to know whenee he derives his power, after he has
conquered by the arms of this Unjon a neighboring republie,
or even poﬂ.Lul of its teritory, to establish a system of civil
gonmmmm' Yet, sir, byln single 's'f the same
pen wr which I bave just read, our reve-
nue laws are uunm;?u the republic of Mexico, I shoull
like exceedinglay well to hear from the President, or from
some friend of
his power to establish a of civil government in New
Mexico, or California, or Tamaulipas, or Coabiuils, or Santa
Fe ; or to authorize a survey of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec !
What is the object of the survey of thut isthmus? Why,
says a gentleman néar me, it is for the purpoee of making a
canal or wrailroad. I suppose it will be a canal.

So then the President derives power from the eonstitution
1o go into the territory of a sister republic and conquer it, and
then go to work to make canals there, while we are told we
have not pawer to impiove the great highways that nature
has made in this country, and which are laid down on our
maps.  Why, it would seem from this hasty review of the
subject that the constitution was made for the benefit of foreign
nations, &nd not of this country.  Every thing that tends to
benefit the people of this country is unconstitutional, while all
that is calculated to benefit foreign trade and foreign pations is
perfectly coustitutional. When our forelsthers framed this
sacred instrument they were egregriously in error, if this con-
struction is true, They lhnumher were adopting a form

ficial to the people of this
country, That opinion waa shadowed forth in the preamble;
“ We, the le of the United States, in onder to form a
more perfect unian, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquil-
lity, provide for the common defence, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the
Unit®l States of America.” But that was all a mistake and
a delusion. Our forelathers were making and establishiog a
constitution for the benefit of foreign nations, and for the wel-

fare ol - piner eountries.

strument could have been framed by the makers ol the con-
stitution, “:dnd by any fair interpretation be susceptible of being
80

ntlemen may talk about the constitution as much as they
will, but, as was not insppropriately said in jest by the gen-
tleman from North Carolina, (Mr. ) you have no
constitution. Has the constitution ever in the way of

tlngmy'nwin wer > Has it prevented any thing which
the President and his parasites bave thought proper to carry
out > All power is now vested in the dominant party ; and

#0 long as that party shall continue to reign, whatever does
not square with the views and purposes of the party is uncon-

but one of many which 'sre embraced in the same g pro-
visions ? The clauses of the constitution whiech make provi-
sion on the subject of **impaosts or duties on imports and ex-
parts” also provide that no tonnage duty shall be impesed buat

He thought that the soldiers of the late war with tireat llr?-
tain ought to be included in this or some other mensure of this

that many gentlemen would vote for it who might not be so | pa !
careful to vute for granting the same benelits to those whoaid- | with the same sanction of Congress. The words are :
ed in the defence of our country in the wor of 1512, He was | % No State shall, without the eonsent of Congress, lay any

stitutional ; while, on the other hand, whatever they wish 1o
accomplish, be it what it may, is all perfectly consiitational.

in the person of the President. Gentlemen talk uboat the
Baltimore resolutions and about not paralyzing the will of the
people ; but what is it (hat the President can ask that he has

in favor of referring this bill, and then of making it the special | duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in time of peace,
order for some particalsr day. | enter into any . 5 or
Gentlemen had stated that the reference of the bill was cal- | with a foreign Power,

gt s O ‘who had exhibited | Why then, I repeat, are we called upon to single out one |
oFORAFI SV I Sl iwon 1 Hidw faho tac @ | particular put'wr that may-be exercised by Siates with the con- |

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union the amend- | Congress ? ~ Why, the President tells you you have no power |

ments he desired could be proposed, as well as vther amend- | 10 make appropriations for the improvement of rivers and har-
ments which gentlemen mi:hl consider necessury 1o place the | bors with one breath, and with the next he tells you that you !
granted by the constitution with the concent of Congress.

Ll Been or  #ent that the States shall levy duties on tonnage, and bas she |

nol slways got, o long us he had a majorily in this House ?

with another State, or | What great measure, whether of a financial or of any other | P
1 ower, or engage in war, unless netuall ih’-. | kind, has not been first originated by the President or by one |
culated to create delay. He thought there hal been a delay | vaded, or in such imminent dangerss will notadmit of deluy.” | of the heads of Department who have been selected to do his |

pleasure ! 1 detest, [ abominate and abhor this one-man pow-

er. [ am utterly opposed to a consolidated government.

claim aguinst the threstening dangers of a consolidated gov-
ernment ; yet what else is our Government at this hour ' All

bill in its best - shape, and they would be brought to a dircet | have that power if you chose' to exercise onc of the powers | power, the whole Government, is pow virtually in the Presi-

vote upon them. He could not conceive why it wna that o | BfT 3
spirit fn this fime was so clearly displayed in this House of | Well, how is this tnatter > . Has Congress the power to con- !

dent, and he wields and exercises it just as he pleases. Let

a man have the boldness to differ from his views and let him |
have the tmerity to avow that difference on this floor, and he |
ts 1

not the right to exercise that power berscli’ Has C
That was @ war | it the power lo consent that a State may wage war’ Who |

mrstiess of e seas . We hod then 't wih enemies | 10 time of peace *  Who ever heard it doulied for a moment ? |

in the heart of our country, and our brave soWlicis thon dis- And yet ““!"' powers are placed in the same ecategory with |
played o« much valor in meeting them and driving them from | that of levying duty on tounage. If Congress does not pos- .

Forthwith he must walk the plank. He bad but one alterna-
tive, either to stand on the platform with the Executive or to

Measures are willed
by the President and the President is elected by the peaple ;
orgo, whatever measures he wishes are the measures of the
people, and his will is the will of the people. ‘T'hat’is the ar-

our coasts as had been exhibited in the present wor, and it ap. | 5288 the power to levy » duty on totinage and to imp har- |
perrcd 1o him that the same kind and just spirit sbould fe | bors mcl Tivers, M Congress daoes not possess the power to i
manifesed towards both clssses of our ehtizens, | keep ships in time of peace or 10 declare war ; and perhaps |
For i ese reasons be was in favor of the referenca 1o the | the President o thought when be brought on this Mexican |
Committes of the Whele on the state of the Union, wi of | War himsell. Perhaps that was the reason why be did not |
makis ¢ it the special order for un early day. | ﬂ? to """."I;“IF““W declare war, and, Juckson like, ** took |
The questi en, i ci i 1 = responstbility.” “ |
mative. T bm'ug falwy e des.dﬂl ke oy | Now, | say we shiould either exercise this whole power in |
80 the bill and amendments were referred to the Co riitee | 8 Judiciovs manner, for the good of the whole people of these
of the Whole on the state of the Union. United States, of give back to the various States the power on
= there diflerent subjects which they possessed before the Union,
RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS, | Willyou u;vlh up these powers, and spportion them amongst
Mr HUNT moved that the House do now procee! 1o the | 'h';:“:‘; “:: ;:Lndmmpo-::‘;h “""‘f‘m':;::“:bd: ::; say 30 on I
consderation of the business on the Bpeaker'stable. Agreed 1o, | Soue I
The first subject taken up was the message of th Presi- |

and improve rivers and harbors by meaws of this tonnege duty.
i 5
dent of the United States returning to the House of Hepre- ! T ask how this is to be done

Here is the State of, Pennsyl-
sentutives the bill to provide for continuing certain wrks in | va", o S Sl SRy, . Ol s
the Temtory of Wisconsin and for other purpuges, nith his |

which is beyond Ler borders *  Here are Pennsylvania, Vir-
ms for withholling his approbation of the ss on | ginia, Ohia, Km?' onid Miauls, o I;lmlﬂ;l inilh! e
jeciins f holling Do o
Wiy e . : : o | provement of t o river.  Suppose Pennsylvania were
:‘E:.:I I".. : l- -:‘l-l;rla.‘n:al;:: r:' JE:II;:I;IE; \r:)ln : (ﬁ;rﬂl‘;" ‘:“{T\I;r! permitted by law to lln\rj a duty on tonnage, whero would she
“invos's motion to refer w o_select committee. : 5 | peel ahﬂﬂm{h sl:l.nw ;"(lhl:l g I':.m h.&lmlém‘:f"
Me. VINTON withdrew his motion to refer toaselic' com- | ]"‘y“::'::n e ‘:hl:r- 9 iate. L Samta S S ST
e im0 G i o e e e g e e St do
s B g i b " | The constitation forbi tes to enier into any compact.
Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, who had the flor from | 4 No Sttne shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera-
Sty A
Houvse, commenced by observing that, prior to taking up the | :h“::'di;::‘l‘;yh:hul tl Ih:: :h;‘m:!:;:: 2-‘::":;‘{0::; ety
subj+et which he intended to discuss pt the present time, it | gree. I Kent weky consents, Illinois may not do
might not be inappropriate to submit a few remarks, o0 they ! I.ht‘ﬂ‘, are you 1o improve your hsrbors and rivers !
thou'd be very few, on n subject intimately connectd with | e g instances to show the difficulties which present them-

the making of appropriations for the improvement of rivers i pussing 1 States. Thi
unid barbors,  He referrad to the question of the tarif. 'd‘”'h?m e g .

| . , He | thin
| #houd not now go fully into the discussion of that giestion, | \5.";.", if you have no power to improve these rivers and

beciuse it had been already ably discusred by several gentle- | hatbors—if you have no power to refiove a rock or a sandbar

g But I go for a truly popular Government ; by which
I mean a Government in which all great measures of puablic
policy origivate with the people themselves.

But time will not allow me to dwell longer on this question
of the constitutionality of the bill. Suffer me on this point to

read a short extract from a letier addressed by a very distin- |

guished gentleman, 1o whom [ presume gentlemen will not ab-
jeet us n high constitutional anthority. 1 refer to the letter of
Col. Benton. What does be say ’
benefit of our friends ovir the way:

**The lake and river navigation cf the Great West, to pro- |

mote which the Convention is called, very early hud a shate of
my sttention, and | never harl a donbt of the constitutionality
or expeiliency of bringing that navigation within the eirele of
interual improvement 131 the Federnl Government, when the
olject to be improved should be one of general and national
importance. "

A Voice.
now, "’

Mr. H. Possibly it may pot be now : for they change
their principles’ so often that one can scarcely tell whot they
are ; it once was good authority,

« That will ot be admitted as good authority

I propose now to eall the House 1o the importance, neces- | (not even the Presidency.
We are'told that two States may enter ity, and propriety of appropriating money, and that with no | enough

mag-

stinted hand, but to an extent commensurate .ilhvf:
ent of

nitude of the great interests involved, to the impro
our western rivers.

1 shall be forced to confine my attention to some of the
great points in the Mississippi valley, and unwillingly to omit

s0. How, 1 reference to the trade of the great lakes, and the propriety |
I mention ©f improving the lake barbors, Other gentlomen who wiil i

follow me will do smple justice 1o that subjeet. If I say
nething now on that part of the subject, it is not becanse [ do
not most ardently desire (o see those great interests 1egarded
atd provided for as they deserve o be : but my tiwe is limit-
ed, and I fear | shall not bave opportunity to say balf | de-

ds its protection, will be promo
&mnunh;.ﬂﬁﬂb:"mut

s MM fi the exercise of all
conlitution 1*  That all

message that our Jaws should be extended vver a portion of
President

bis on-this floor, whence the President derives |

He went on to inquire if it was possible that such an in- |

All the powers of this Government are rapidly concentrating |

d in the Union before the next twenty-four hours, |

I will read it for the |
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i upper country st N
$77,108,464. In 1817, when firstintroduced
upen the Mississippi, the whole commerce, from New Orleans
to the upper country, wi ven a
of an average of 100 tons
yw.h"th number .o.(nh keal _ib;u mbl Ohio was
.carry tons each. whale tonnage was estimated
tthel'ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂtﬂd?.mm ) 5

In 1836 (u period of nineteen yesrs) the number of stélim-
bonts on the Mississippi and its tributaries was 230, and their

TBAS.LL . vido ...y L AR 450, .. .de. . .90,000
1843. .. ...do....... ooy 672, ,..do..134,400
117 R do........0680,.. .do. 144,150
1845, ., .,.dv. .. TS e 789. . ..do. 159,713
18486. .. ... V. TR 0L o 1190. . ..do. . 249,050

1847,.....do....,...do. aBout 1200

The value of the property transported in 1847 was—
Western produce shipped to New Orleans. . $84,012,810
Produce shipped from port to port for home

CONBUMPHON ,  + v vesvsnissesanasssas «os 90,000,000
Shipped through Pittsburg and the canals for
the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi..... 84,000,000

Total value of produce shipped. ... ... nas,pn!.sm
It is estimated that the foreign merchandise, coin, bullion,
and other articles received in exchange amount to the same
sum. The value of the property, then, shipped on the Missjs-
| sippi and its tributaries would amount in one year to the sum
| of say $500,000,000; a sum far excebding in value all our
icommmp with foreign nations,
And here I must be permitted to notice particularly
the trade, &c. omthe Ohio river at its head—the city of Pitts-
burg. (For this I am indebted to Mr. Bigham:)

Steamboats belonging to and buill at the Dittsburg,
as appears Ly the books of the m Sidkig
In 1844 there were built and enrolled 44, tonnage 7,034 tons *

1845 . do 45, 5,816
1846 do .53, 8,794
1847 " do 55, 9,353
| — ——
i 197, 30,596

{ _The whole number of steamboais belonging to the port of
| Pitisburg, on the 1st of January, 1848, was one hundred and

nine ; total tounage of this port on the same day was
28,000 tons.

The cost of building and fitting out steamboats on the
| Western rivers averages $80 per ton. Hence the original
cost of the tgnnage of this porty at $80 per ton, would be
| $2,240,000. .

As time will not permit me to go through all the datails, I
must content myself with showing the increase of trade and
travel by contrast. Thus, from the Ohio river—

In 1843, steamboat arrivals, 1,707, tonnage 165,117 tons.
In 1847, b b 3,178, . 872,465

Thus it will be seen that in four years the travel and trade
on the river has been Joubled. .

To carry out the lust year more fully it will show the fol-
lowing result :
| Bteamboat arrivals....3,178

Tonnage, . ..372,465

deparlures. . 3,178 bl 978,462

; 744,950

| Add one-third over custom-house meassurement 248,310
| Flat and keel-boat arrivals 704, tonnage. . . ... 20,730

| 1,013,970

This is the entire tonnage of the Ohio river landed at the

| port of Pittsburg.

About ten millions of bushels of coal from the Monongahela

| and about seventy-five millions of feet of lumber from the Al-
leghany river descends the Ohio‘every year.

From these statistical details, which rest on the highest au-
thority, it will appear that the internal commerce of our great
Western vailey amounts in valoe to double that of the foreign
commerce of the country. Yet, notwithstanding this well
authenticated fact, while we send ambassadors, chargés, anfl
consuls 10 all the countries of the world and maintain feets in
every sea; while we epend millions on millions for the pro-
tection of foreign commerce, not a doller is expended to aid
this great commercinl interest of the people of the Mississippi
valley, We do not complain of what you do for the foreign

| commerce of the country : it is all as it shogld be : what we
complain of, and justly, is that we, with a commerce double
+ in amount, get nol a dollar for ours,

We are taxed to sustain this Government ; we fight your bat-
ties. [ know not how many men may have gone fromr the
district of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Swmyra) over the
way, butl do know that five companies were mustered in the
city of Alleghany alone, whose numbers, sccording 10 our
latest accounts, bave dwindled down so that the average dimi-
nution sverages twenty-four men ftom esch company. We
bear your burdens; we sustain your srmies; we pay your
taxes ; and dll we ask in return is the fostering hand of our
' own Government 1o protect so vast an interest as [ have stated,

Nor do we beg this a8 a favor. No; the West asks no fa-
| vors, as sle shrinks from no responsibilities. We demand it
as our right.
| Mr. Hanperox's hour here expired, and the floor was ob-

| tained by—

[ Hr.lg.\WYER, of Ohio, who said he had not risen to de-
‘ bate the bill, or to make a speech on that or any other subject,
He thought we had had quite
on the subject ; the suljoct was well under-
|stood on all hands. He had risen to move the previous
| question.

| After a brief conversation as to whether the previcus ques-
" tion should be put now or iu the morning, it was agreed, as
| the hour was late, to defer it till to-morrow,

' And thereupon, at past 4 o'clock, the House adjourned.

FINE AND RAHE OLD PAINTINGS,
| CATALOGUE, embracing many choice Pictores of the
old and modern German, Duteh, Flemish, Italian, and
| Freneh schools, has been pluced in our hands for sale by & gen-
| tlemun reeently from Europe, who selected the [mltr‘-n
of them for his own gallery, but who now, wishing to renlize

Ueman from Hiinois (Me. Rrcuammsox) had fallen. That 1 40 bt in this House with additional smendiments they | ™0 on this floor, and particdfurly by his colleagur, (M. | ich in the W ! # Polk Stalks "—1 sired and intended. 1 refer genticmen on that subject to the for thie of buyi i 0
gentleman beli-ved that if a volunteer died before e reached 0Ll B Sl o ra the risk of wearying the House | 570 % ant was undorstood by the ullosion.)  Bat the distriet | :;;nm':,m::‘::tz:. ,.;:;::5,?”‘:‘, erect lighthouses  report of the Chicago Convention, and to the oificial survey | :‘l']“ at Jow b e d oty oy
the1 u-nlt of military n‘n‘vurmc he was not entitled to his b 0 grail the most just and rightesus act was sacrificed here, He which be hal the honot 10 represent on this flser was doeply | andto place buays to pointout the dangers of navigation on the of the lukes by our topographical cugineers submitted during Mooy of these Paintings are from the Lest old and modern
ty lands.  Such was the ;o;:‘“m":"" "Tt . e g, "’ tallod for the yess and nays, and be hoped that the bill might | '7ed in the question of the protection of Americsn labor | seaconst, and to put up marks for the guidsnce of mariners > th.x present session, | masters of merit, and are well worthy the “""‘“"‘“t’w
;:r.;mr" to a letier which he wrote ll-\ the ;.. retars of Wor, | 1 cawids o and the question taken upon the merits of the bill. and American eapital,  They believe that, notwithseandiog | Where do you derive your power *  How does it come t pass What is the extent of the groat Mississippi valiey ? qum TYNDALE & HITQIIE‘.L
b MR emChndt TR AL PN NI WO b OtiInd o e Mo s ratood fhat the Committee on Military Affsirs had the lrested lenefite of the tanffof 18486, the old-lushioned I_“h.( you puss laws regulating the nomber of longbonts and It in & vast fertile valley extending from the sources of the : L 10—3m e _“9 M“ L “"'L’“‘I’_"_‘_‘-__
g e AR el hich Mr. HALL. My 00! a bill whieh was identical with the till before the | - 7¢7ican Whig tacill of 1842 was best cakeulated t0 promote | weamboats, and give tokens or signé 10 the bostmen that = Misissippi -in the noth to the Gulr of Mexico in the south, | WILLIAM DOUGLASS,
ml‘Hn-\ Prl_ju‘l:;r\ra mni :;mﬂl')};lg‘lrsl:b » rl.\ Sk R Huowe. 1t seemed to him, then, that the olject of referring it | ' 17 n'erest and the mnterests of the whole country ; und, ae- | thew may know which course to steer and which to avoid ! and"from (he Alleghahy Mountams on the east to the Rocky | Attorney at Law,
&" -":V D o Iﬂ;l' h:d e ' part g k1o the committee, or rather to a different commitiee, was r.--.!_l 2y, at a recent county convention held in the county | Where do you got that power * 1T you have no control over Mountsins in the west. 3 v | Boonville, oo County, Missouri.
thi : I, t dhgbare 4 NS TR0, JLUSIARE: S PR G0 e delay and to defeat the bill.  The bill and amend- o Allechany, resolutions were passed calling on Congress to the Western rivers at all, if you have no power to improve But yestorday this vast region was an unbroken wilder- | NY business mmnaﬁ; him in this or any of the adjn-
s ‘N s bt simply for ll:t purpose of suggestiog an nr:--'u-ll- ' s they were now presented—as every man eould soo | P08l the tanill of 1846 and restore the tariff ot 1942, He | (hem, where do you get your power to erect custom-houses, | D83 , now it embraces eleven entice States, with parts of cent countics will be promptly attended to, .
:;u m-'n;i g it benefits to officers below the grade o I:---<I “tenining them—made smple provision for graoting jos- | tegretind that he bad not the popor before him muuilfml" and take money from the pockets of the steambost owners be- two oihers, and two Territories. It containg about 1,200,000 Reren To—
- x:ﬂlh'[' . Inul aght it would M{ b;—rn s :rm;cl lI:-.- OPFFAUON 1 1 hose brave and patriotie citizens who had gone 1o war, | those resolations, for he should cheorfully submit them to the | fare you allow them 15 sail on those rivers * or to legislate at - square miles, or 768,000,000 of ncres—more than ten times { John F. Clarke, No, 13, Old Slip, New York ™
ol - ‘;l',-ﬁ,\'l' U.:::.;_“..-nlﬂ vl ;" lr'.‘e" ‘:‘.' e army. . el At ke same fime ’E"““f guarded the public Treasury, | €004 I1vnll|m of the lllunr. He was not ashamed of the eon- all on the subject of steambost navigation, imposing heavy as large as the kingdom of Grest Britain—containing apopu | Wilkinm B, Tyson, Baltimore.
-‘ ' :‘1 =) '-H\l he had no vjl;ﬂmlﬂ w0 !ll.'if_‘ an . He call upon Democrata Lo sastain 1t and ts sustiin the mo- | tents of those resolations, for he most r_‘hre'lu!l, and (ofﬂi.ﬂ, altiex for not having longboats, water-buckets, lights, &e.? lation of neas 12,000,000, equal to that of all the Atlan- Z, Javoh, g E Whnlh.
.:ﬂn o Ild_l R0 Yerertad Wra A 0o WeRNer PR : fe w0t | 4o Le way abiouit to make ¢ for hie did not want the Whigs to | ©oncuired with the seatiments expressed in them. He be- | [y my city of Pittsburg the President appoints custom-house tic States, and nearly equal to one half the population of the | Jas. 8. Wheat, ¥ i
:mﬁm th . T..'I-t l'.] A\ o m}' -Vu.mﬂy i Jte favor. He | Bave sll e honor of passing this measure.  He demanded | {rved the Gl of 1846 ought o be repesled, and the tadifl | officers, and thero he takea money for licenses for boats to run | kingdom of Great Britsin—t/a! being 27,830, 105. | o Chaeles L Strong, Cinelunatl,, nioarrs. o R
tom, lnl.:cl I;' ymthg bt & 'i"b:“lh "ﬁlogﬂmnl a-ln c.‘:- the persious question,  * WF18E2 rewtored ; and he boped the appropriaste committee | on the tiver, and inspeciors of engimes. - But this is not regu- | Cast your eyes into the future for a period of only wixty | BRILLIANT LOTTERIES FOR MARCH.
- P [M [‘I case whirh had en referred to by his col- Mr. HASKELL appealed to the gentlemen to withdraw h“| would bring ina Wil for that purpose, and thst the House lating commeree in the sense contended for by the Prosident, years, and suppose the population to increase in same
gu: 4 r. dowesox ) was one '.hk'h Ihml repeatedly oc- | damand, for 5 few maments to alivw him 1o make o few very | would be brought to a direct vote upon it inashor lime. He s tskes for  license 1o ryn on that river, over which | ratis of the past sixty years, (doublihg every ten years,) at | T
f?vﬂl'r"l hnu?gdt.w pre-cid wat. Adter the battle of Buena | briof sumrestong which he thought would remove the Jiffi-ui- | Plieved it was dua to the interests of the countr, and to. its | he says he l:-' n,ﬂ control, 1 should like 1o koow what right | the end of that period you would see spread over this for- | J.W. MAURY & C 0O, Managers.
wwta, Ihey Bac great difficairy in finding officers for compa: - gios under which centlemen lubored with reference to this bill, | IRy, that that odious free-trade British act -hould be re- | he has to send custom: house officers there to take our , | tile valley, if capable of suslaining them, imore than six hun- | ATE
nies who had lost every oflicer i action 1 bresuse men who Me. 303 P wealed and an Ameriean tariff | he has cus mgney, ! g “ VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
Sad seread in. the n Mr HNSUN withdrow his motion ona pledgs from | F . EyTO ill restored, 1 if he has no business ihere—if he has nd control over them | dred millions of human Leings ! Make every reasonable de- | ¥ St L Sk R
hndl.";':. ::'nn.d'n:"' I: R s ln-{:"{t Mt H. that be wouid renew ity | Me. BEDINGER rosw and sid the questior. a« he under-'| whatever. What right ave you 1o colleet duties from our | duetion in this calculation, and your ehildren row lising will i s l}*h: o. 11, for 1848 CElaR
woull toes their land. The I.E.: ;::"::";', ”?:q:'::r:h. ;; Mr. H ‘I;‘h GLL said e thought he had a proposition | ""‘;‘ s ":‘“'::' :"I :"". it | of the 'T"'}“‘"‘- in relatidn | owpers of steambonts, and put it into the, tressury of the Uni- | see the ion :f Ihh-. valley .1:: at Jeast 10 hot of the | oo oo Alevandrin, Va., Satorday, 19th Mareh, 1818,
it ¥ which, il this House would adopt it, would enuble them to | 10 the improvement of rivers and barbor ¢ bul 5o gentleman | yad States, if Ansively within the jurisdie- | whole of Europe. ** Eurcpe comprises 61 independent States,
was for Bmiting its operation in sueh 8 manoor a8 1o do jos- Hawoes of .t} s 4 wai decteeine the tariff N ha asked if ¢ 1 ten, if those rivers are exclosively within jur A 5 e : 66 rumbers— 13 ballots,
—t S dispose of this whale satter intolligibly, snd in & manver to i ondey o e fan Sow, he asked if Le gentieman | gion of the States, and if Congress bas no control over them * of these 3 are empires, 16 kingdoms, 7 grand duchies, plhacsmesr GTabtion
Mr. JONES, of Tenneswe, sdvorated the reference of the meel the s we of all. He beld in his band a Ilub-lltulr for “_;_;" ‘;F‘E-\I\'FR . ; ! Thut right is founded alone on the assomption that these ¢ electorate, 11 duchics, | landgraviste, l! p‘ljl’lti e, 1 1 prize ol... . ... 30,000 ) prizes of. .. . . $2,080
BOL S IO S Comities o/ 1hs TG s st of tho ::rhlu‘li: rm... s he bad Lutsly deswn' up, and which he wished 2 l:“ o 'm- understond to say thal v gentleman | yivars are great national highwaye, open to sll the citizens of Lmr;h:!mbmu_*hul state, nz:ar':lpnﬂ?m’ u:'l : a- 1 ::_“"“__._w’m 1 :,,, ,?‘%
ol " : 0 [ g I vad tor the anformation of the House. -." T z 1 i e | w 18 about two [ 14 thlions, 1 crriresecs s 8,000 | 10 do.. oy
Vnion, whlull was th;- w‘-r-- plice in the world for prr!'ﬂ_-unl (The propss=d subditate was resd by the Clerk, and (as Mr. HAMPTON said, it they proceeded 1 make appro- | :‘!‘:':d"“’d::mt; m as ”?:n:':;li:l;l.i’f;m Whats the length of the navigable and of the boiable |- S el 1. e vwvas A
the details nfln M“:MTP tiought it anght to go to the Com- | far ge it sine were canght by the Reporter) simply de- priations for the imptorement of rivers and havors, it would d"“:_l:z' Mississipgi and all |‘lll ‘Im' fary streame—are pub- | Tivers in this great valley ! On this subject permit me to &e. c. &e.
mittee on Military uirs, “.' would have llrﬂ?.ll'h‘ oppor- | elated that promotion should be eonsidersd equivalent 10 un be necessary 1o look (o the revenue whenee the . ana to make | tie high and und to all citizons of the United from the eame authaiity and from the same document. Tickets £10—Halves $5—Quarters $2.50.
tunity matarely to consider the whol jdet.  They would |« hapora'). 1 ., arge, " wnd repealed the pravieo in the boun- the expenditures for that purpose must be o, That, ROWaYE, open | | mean Col. Benton's ictter (o the Chicsgo Convention :

azamine the original law as well as the constenetion put upon ty-land Iaw of the st session 1
it at the Pension Office, and when they had matarely digest- | * Me. H. uil b unfesstond ihat the grest ohjeet wought 1o
od the best “.P ﬂ)flf to lﬂk".lt"llll-! tepoort @ suitable bl to | e scoomphstied by 1his 14]] was 0 give 0 '_.‘Jd. office: wha
- "'"'“: .Th' original bill intextdod timt all woldiars and | weas ebected e having enlivted as n‘ ivate the bounty lands
nnn-cumlmmom_d officers, serving out their time and gettiog | which wiro uifired ud gy |h;||arrmnl li::'mliﬂ. The d,n;rnl-\m
an honorable discharge, should wet Lounty Jand o though | of the Dejnrip et | veluded the officers. Now, if the bill
it contained & proviso that u‘lhry l|l‘-i not reach the weat of | which he froposed should be taken' by dhe HM'II & wabatis
war they should not be onuthl b0 Bty bt that provies was | fote for the 1)) o ported, it ex .|.’m],ﬂw act of 11th Februa
thought 1o work injustice l_ud it was rescind. | | Ty, 1847, and ..J..",li“[' s "5.“;,, and sure guide 1o the De-
“rr. 1. thought the bill in its present shape veory objection- | panment in nnking ite docision. It mm?ﬁ casen ; il ol
g -»’::-l not J;lwlr lom-:tm“rddmazﬂl o eht in reporting | vered the caw of overy individual who had been muster:d into
" argued ‘rom w Ml1 that while those | the service of ihe |5 5 y 2
who had been wlected from the ranks to the commission of I-outm::]-:-»r;:. pc.l.iulrl.:t:m“ ™
:::: ocr.r;-w_. wum:;i lw their land, ""Nc those promoted 10 be | The provies which this bill pr to repeal was thjs
uos and lieatenants would get none—ithe privates | [He resd the proviss of the Lal‘lhe Tast n-'. which :l ’
:ho bnk't'l.::a:'ﬂu;: T:;ul.j ;a:;:,‘ while others who were | yided that lll!l:ung r.,..-_,.-,,..;:,. the section .umi?h en;-i-Tur-;
astered vory next day woul none. o to give bounty lands to such volunteers as hud Been mustored
o Mr. E:A NS said that that was the very thing intended. | jnto sarvice and rllm-hargtj whh::t being marehed to the -:at
“U'l'l' ' original act officors got no land at all, it was given | of battle | This proviso was manifestly onjist. 17 the pric
Mpti‘:'es n'n!,. This bill was infroduced expressly to cor- | wate was mustered into the service of the United Stsies ho
% "0-: . ; : might contract disease before he marched one mile from the
R i ES8, resuming, said that should the hill become a r of rendezvons: anid if be was taken sick and died bofore
th: g its present form, it would give rise to constructions at renched the st of war, he died as much in the service of
1o Pension Office that would occasion ten times ap much his goontry as if he fyll by the buallets of the enemy.  This
td'.he ;m and !:flmplllm an existed now, So was wh Was wrong on ita very face. The bill which he offer-
il M"m filling vecancies among mﬂ" ™ who | ed coveted all classes of cascs, and rendered unnecessary all
on the field, that many companies from his portion of the | the manifold smendments whick had been suggeeied W the
“ouatry continued to be commanded ofien by 2d lieatenants | bl under considorstion,

therefore, was a question alfecting the wniff, & e means of
ereating a revenue, and he should proceed, be, perfectly in
apder, o express hin opinion that the teril ac . 1842, §f it
were substituted for the act of 1846, would fyrpish amjle
means for the purpose.

He did not propose 1o go into a discursion | 1ha details of
that bill ; bul, 5% a member of the Whig vid of (he Honse,
he wished 1o take up the glove which was the o, Jown some
_time sinee by a gent'oman o the other side of 11 House from
the city of New Yok, (Mr. Nicorr, ) who aio if the Whig
members of thic House woald have the boldne.< 15 meet them
an the question of protection of free trade > Ve yma, (and be
was not authorized to speak for his brethren Lo was remdy,

meel them there or elsewhere on the questiv of thye protee-
tion of American iudnﬂ:ﬁ, ot the odious sye'n, the humbog
of free trade.  The gentleman from New Yok sgted that, as
hetween the question of protection and direct 1uxation, he was
in favor of the latter. In wo many words, lic was in favor of
direct taxation. Now, (said Mr. H.) [ take isue with that

an for myrelf and constitients ; wd |
c';":!l’hﬂmwhﬁl;’ﬂ&lw&.;anm

that, on the question of of direet (axntion, they
will find Pennaylvania Mhlwmfmﬂhtmz
jutely. She will be found on the side of proroction, for it
her own interest ; whe will be found on the side of protec-
tion ¢ for the labor of her own citizens in opposition 1 the pau-
per of Great Britain. The that | havethe honor

on his own beholf, and in the name of bis o putitaents, 1 |

States.  Dis Ianguagn is, that “/the navigable waters leading |
| into the Misissippi and St Lawrence, and the clr?'hl places
| between the same, shall be common highways™ Now, if |
| the General Government has power to declare thot these |
| strenms are public highwaye, nnd that all the citizens of the |
| United States have the right 1o pass and n them,

I should like 1o know if it has not committed f 1o keep
| these public highways in repair * 1t iu that fact that enables |
" the General Government ta take toll on these waters, to evect |
j custom-hovses, anid to receive money for licenwes. Tt is be- |
| eause they have declsred them to be highways, free snd open |
fur all the citizens of these United States.  And as the States |
have surrendered their power to the General Government, it |
in bourd in good faith to earry out the power for the general |
| good of the whole, {
[ But the friends of these i wir, hwve been

charged with a violation of the constiution. We have beeq |

told that Congress has no power 10 make o tions, for
such im to. From whom does that allegation come !
From the President of the United States and his party. Not

all his party, sir ; for n portion at leaet of them who oecupy
sonts on this floor have come up and sumained

Congress to make these ;
about strict conwtruetion

£

4 Many years ago the lute [Governor Clarke and myself un-

dertook to ealeulnte the extent of the hostshle water in the
nll:int the Mississippi - we made it about 50,000 miles, «of |
which 50,000 were coopted to unite sbove St Louis, anil |

20,000 below.  OF concse, we eounted sl the infant stresms

| on which n But, 0 keel, or'a hattesn eould be flonted, and jost-

Iy ¢ for ev ry tibuten, of the hamblest bostabile charneter,
lielpa to swell oot onls the volume of the eentrul waters, but
of the commeree npoy them,”

An official report sates the length of streams navigable by
stesmbonts at 18,000 miles, ‘The naviga'ion of these * inland
neas,” these mighty fvers, js abstructed by rocks, snags, sand-
tmes, and fulls.  They need the fostering handof Government
to make themn, what nature them to be, the great

| arteries of this immer se rogion yeuunlry. along which shall

flow, ftee and unobsticted, its commeree, its sgricultural pro-
ducts, ite minerals, 0 ity manufactures. o

We invoke the fr<tering hand the General Government 1’

the navigation of these national
m"mm the fucility of mmwm
d'ihlamlrby’tnllnlrl& -
ﬂ?w Wl'llmﬂ
Rmmm betwoen two vast ehains of mountains ; but
believe our Government has the to confer on ve a
uMmMﬂthmum
* And hore let me invite the sttention of the House to the
increase of the commerce and agricalture of this great valley,

]

i‘i!
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